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Assembly in Action
The Assembly in Action department presents ASSEMBLY readers with a collection of short articles that describe solutions to typical product assembly problems. Each AiA story highlights a specific solution to a specific problem. The editors welcome the opportunity to review submitted case histories for possible publication in Assembly in Action.

The format is straightforward. Somebody has a problem. They solve it with somebody else's product or service, and they are willing to be named and describe the solution and benefits.

The story must name the user company and the product it is assembling. Then the story should describe the problem, and how the vendor's product was applied to solve the problem. The story should explain what function the vendor's product performs in this particular application, describe how the vendor's product was integrated into the overall process, and discuss any unusual aspects of equipment installation or operation. This is not an advertising opportunity. It is not acceptable to sell the vendor's product or to belittle a competitor's product.

The story must describe the benefits in quantitative terms. Include numerical data about improved quality, reduced manufacturing cost, increased output or other benefits. If possible, someone from the user company should be quoted directly in the story, describing the problem and/or the solution, and particularly the benefits.

Photos of the equipment installed on the user's assembly line are required. Advertising and promotion photos of the vendor's product are not acceptable. Photos must be in color. We accept glossy prints or transparencies, and any size of either is fine. We also accept digital images. Please save any digital image as a .tif or .jpg, and the resolution must be no less than 300 dpi at a size no less than 4 by 5 inches. The photos must be submitted with the text; we cannot review text without photos. We're sorry, but we cannot return photos or images.

Please submit text in hard copy and on diskette. There is no need to be overly concerned about style or length, although adherence to the problem--solution--benefits format is preferred. About 3 pages typed double-spaced (500 to 700 words) typically serves to tell the story, but some may run a bit longer. The editors will edit for style and length.
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